MYAMBUTOL

Ethambutol

DRUG USES

Myambutol (ethambutol) is an antibiotic medication primarily used in the treatment of tuberculosis
(TB), a bacterial infection that most commonly affects the lungs. It is often included as a part of the
standard regimen for treating TB, especially drug-sensitive cases. Here are some of the main uses of
Myambutol:

Treatment of Tuberculosis (TB): Myambutol is used in combination with other antitubercular drugs
to treat active cases of tuberculosis. It works by inhibiting the growth of the tuberculosis-causing
bacteria, which helps in reducing the bacterial load and controlling the infection. It is usually used in
combination with other first-line drugs like isoniazid, rifampin, and pyrazinamide.

Multidrug-resistant TB (MDR-TB) Treatment: In cases where tuberculosis bacteria have developed
resistance to the first-line drugs, Myambutol might be used in combination with other second-line
drugs to treat multidrug-resistant TB.

Preventive Therapy: Myambutol can also be used as part of a preventive therapy regimen for indi-
viduals who have been exposed to TB but have not yet developed an active infection. This is often
done for people with a high risk of developing TB, such as those with weakened immune systems or
close contacts of TB patients.

Other Mycobacterial Infections: Myambutol's mechanism of action is specific to mycobacteria,
which includes the bacteria causing TB. In some cases, it might be used in the treatment of other my-
cobacterial infections, although its primary use is for TB.

It's important to note that Myambutol should be used as part of a comprehensive treatment plan
prescribed by a healthcare professional. It is typically not used as a standalone treatment for TB due
to the risk of developing drug resistance. Additionally, Myambutol has the potential to cause certain
side effects, such as visual disturbances, which is why regular monitoring by a healthcare provider is
important during its use.

Always follow your doctor's instructions and recommendations when taking any medication, includ-
ing Myambutol.
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